FOR RELEASE: AUGUST 2, 2007

(for additional information call Cleo Sharplin 908 996-9000 or Sam Phillips 908 996-7424)

PRESS RELEASE #3: RiverFest Sept. 1-3 Frenchtown NJ

RiverFest in Frenchtown NJ, the largest event of the year in this picturesque and upscale river community, will again light up the Labor Day weekend, but with a GREEN light this year. Cleo Sharplin, President of the Frenchtown Business and Professional Association announced today the addition of events and activities supporting this year’s theme of “GREEN”.  The opening event of the annual RiverFest in Frenchtown will again be a wine tasting fundraiser under the main tent on Bridge Street, benefiting land preservation in Hunterdon County. During RiverFest vendors will share information with attendees on a host of “green” issues and demonstrate new products, such as a 1985 Volkswagen Vanagon, fresh from its new conversion to an all electric vehicle.  There will also be a special booth concerning organic foods grown locally as well as foods served in local restaurants.
Ms. Sharlplin noted that “Even the special events will be GREEN: the theme of the annual Saturday Pet Show will be ‘Recycled Couture’. Every year we see amazing creativity in pet decoration, from dogs to horses.  This year will be especially interesting with the recycling theme.” To enter a pet contact Cleo at Alchemy at 908 996-7424.  
The closing event for RiverFest will be a charity auction benefiting a variety of not-for-profits ranging from animal rescue to health care.  

The Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance and the Wine Hut will kick off RiverFest with a special wine tasting to celebrate the beauty of the Delaware Valley on Friday, August 31st from 6:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. Representatives from six import houses will be pouring a wide variety of wines accompanied by hors d’oeuvres. Tickets are $25.00 per person (age 21 or older please) at the door or by calling the Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance at 908-237-4582.  Proceeds benefit the Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance’s land preservation and outreach programs. For more information, please visit www.HLTA.org.

Among the “Green” vendors available to answer questions and give advice will be Flemmington Car and Truck, demonstrating new car hybrid technology on Saturday, and Bucks County Renewables, a non-profit organization devoted to promoting alternatives to fossil fuels.  
RiverFest is hi-lighting the need for reducing dependency on oil products as part of its environmental focus, and is showcasing electric and partially electric vehicles that can meet the needs of many commuters while reducing or eliminating air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.  BC Renewables will display three cars: a 1991 Dodge Colt, converted to electric when brand-new; a 1985 Volkswagen Vanagon, fresh from its conversion by a team of automotive technology instructors and EV enthusiasts, and the recently converted electric Vanagon. 
Also attending will be Eclectic Architecture, owned and operated by Michael J. Margulies, RA, AIA.  The firm specializes in the use of natural materials, employing traditional styles, and following sustainable practices.  Projects include both residential and commercial buildings with a focus on environmentally sensitive solutions and beautiful results.
Another vendor emphasizing green technology will be Heat Shed, an energy business for 28 years, devoting themselves for the past 7 years exclusively to solar electric systems.  Heat Shed works in both New Jersey and Pennsylvania and has installed approximately 170 kW on residences.  Attendees will see examples of photovoltaic modules, shingles and laminate. 
There will be a silent auction of “DOGS on the Delaware” cutouts, decorated by local artists. The auction and that runs all weekend on the bank parking lot, will draw both RiverFest and the year long DOGS project to a close with the announcement of winners on Monday afternoon. All proceeds from the auction go to identified charities such as River Union Stage, Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance, Doylestown Free Clinic, and the S.A.V.E. Animal Shelter.

Parking for the event, in addition to regular town lots, will also be available in a number of lots for local churches on Saturday and after 12:30 on Sunday. Follow signs.

